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Thanks to you, Oregon’s Summer Lake Wildlife Area has new swans! 

Above: Big white birds meet! Just-released Trumpeter Swans met American Pelicans at Summer Lake Wildlife Area 

on June 29, 2024.  Learn more about this important swan release inside.  

Left: Summer Lake 

Wildlife Area has new 

swans that came from 

across the country!  

 

Right: Member Alice 

Elshoff held one of the 

Sunriver Nature Center 

swans being prepared for 

release, while retired 

Summer Lake Wildlife 

Manager Marty St. Louis 

put a leg band on the 

swan. Pg 1-3: Photos by Margaret Smith and zoo staff 

http://www.trumpeterswansociety.org/index.html
mailto:ttss@trumpeterswansociety.org


Trumpetings Vol. 34  No. 2                                                                                                                           September 2024  2 

 

Oregon swan release was a success! 

 

 

A large release of 25 juvenile trumpeter swans took place at Summer Lake 

Wildlife Area on June 29th as part of the Oregon Restoration Project.  

 

This Project’s goal is to reach the Pacific Flyway objectives for Oregon of at 

least 15 breeding pairs and 75 adults, by building a wild flock, centered at 

Twenty-five young trumpeter swans have a new home at Summer Lake Wildlife Area 

By Dr. Gary Ivey 

Above: Leg and neck bands were put on the swans before release. Each band is unique to the swan. The 

band codes and other information were recorded and will be part of the official record of each swan. 

Left top: ODFW Brandon Reishus 

explained the importance of 

banding and how it is done. Neck 

bands are sized for swans and do 

not harm them. 

 

Center: Peter Pruett of Zoo Idaho 

held a swan getting a leg band put 

on by retired Summer Lake Wildlife 

Area manager Marty St. Louis, 

assisted by Tiffany Mayo.  

 

Left bottom:  A swan is banded and 

ready to be released! Zoo staff 

traveled to Summer Lake to assist in 

banding the swans. 
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Oregon swan release was a success! 

Summer Lake and eventually connecting that flock to the remaining Malheur National Wildlife Refuge 

trumpeter swans. The project is a partnership between the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), 

The Trumpeter Swan Society, and the Fish and Wildlife Service. Zoos played an important role in this release.  

 

The swans were from a variety of sources, including the captive pairs at Sunriver Nature Center and Pronghorn 

Resort, eight zoos and Wyoming Wetlands Society.  

 

With a couple exceptions, the young swans hatched in 2023. They spent the winter together at Zoo Idaho in 

Pocatello as a soft release site to isolate them from people and make them a little “wilder” before they were 

released. The swans were banded and fitted with green plastic neck collars, with codes engraved with white 

lettering for monitoring and identification. Future Trumpeter Watch reports may have sightings and photos of 

these green collared swans! If you would like to support the Oregon Restoration Project, you can do so by 

donating at https://www.trumpeterswansociety.org (How to Help >Pick a Project). 

Thanks to your generous 

support, the Oregon swan 

release was a success! 

 

Top left: The swans were taken 

in kennels to the Summer Lake 

Wildlife Area release site.  

Right: The moment of release! 

 

Left: Eight of the swans stayed 

close together in their first 

exploration of their new home 

at Summer Lake Wildlife Area. 

https://www.trumpeterswansociety.org/
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“Return of the Trumpeters” airs on PBS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The wait is over!  A bequest to TTSS in 2015 

and 2016 from the James and Patricia Bigley 

Trust funded this marvelous hour-long 

documentary by film maker Steve Devon. 

 

Released for PBS stations in July 2024, the film 

has already aired on PBS stations in Maryland, 

Alaska, Oregon, Utah, New Hampshire, Texas, 

New Mexico, Montana, northern Minnesota, 

Michigan, and Indiana. Check our website for air 

dates. 

 

This fabulous film tells the amazing, passion-

filled story of the return of trumpeter swans from 

near-extinction by the early 20th century.   

 

You will hear from the people directly involved 

in restoring swans across North America.  You 

will be enchanted by the hatch and growth of 

cygnets in a swan family over a summer at Seney 

National Wildlife Refuge in Michigan. 

 

You will experience the excitement and delight of 

kids and adults in Iowa at swan releases restoring 

swans to their state. And so much more! 

“What an incredible documentation of this wildlife conservation success story!! 

Congratulations to all who made this happen, especially Steve Devon!!”   

~Carrol Henderson, Minnesota 

You will discover the enduring legacy of George 

Melendez Wright at Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife 

Refuge and Yellowstone National Park. 
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“It is so beautifully done! Brought tears!!” Carol Thompson, NH 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Experience the first summer of a swan family in northern Michigan from nesting to fledge. 

Discover how swan eggs were collected in Alaska for Midwest restorations. Explore why northwest 

Washington and southern British Columbia are critical winter habitat for Pacific Coast trumpeter swans. 

“The film is outstanding!! I loved seeing the people I knew and worked with get credit.”  

~ Dave Myers, Salt Lake City, Utah 

Harry Lumsden restored swans to Ontario 

Iowa students were at Iowa swan releases 
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Be Strategic. Be Smart. 
 

More and more, donors like you are making tax smart gifts 

from assets like stocks, qualified charitable distributions 

(QCDs) from retirement accounts, or grants from donor-

advised funds (DAFs) instead of donating cash. These 

options can lessen your tax burden while also helping 

advance the vital work of The Trumpeter Swan Society for 

swan restoration and management, habitat protection, 

research, education and advocacy for swans and their 

habitats.  
 

STOCKS: Gifts of Stocks or Appreciated Assets 

Donating stocks, bonds, or mutual funds that have appreciated in value can be a tax-efficient 

way to support our work. When you transfer ownership of securities to The Trumpeter Swan 

Society, you may receive a charitable deduction for their full market value and potentially 

avoid the capital gains tax that would arise from selling them. This means that you can give 

more to help trumpeter swans and their habitat while reducing your tax liability. 
 

QUALIFIED DISTRIBUTIONS FROM IRAs (QCDs) 

If you are 70½ years old or older, you can use a QCD to donate directly from your Individual 

Retirement Account (IRA) to The Trumpeter Swan Society. QCDs can count towards your 

required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year, and because the distribution is not 

included in your taxable income, it can lower your annual income level. This may reduce 

your overall tax burden, which is not the case with a standard cash donation. 

 
DONOR-ADVISED FUNDS (DAF): Donor-Advised Funds are an increasingly popular 

charitable giving vehicle administered by a third party custodian. If you have a DAF, you can 

recommend grants to be made to The Trumpeter Swan Society. DAFs allow a donor to set 

aside a pool of money (cash, stocks, cryptocurrency, real estate, etc.) for future charitable 

gifts. The custodian liquidates any non-cash assets and all the money is invested until it is 

distributed to charity at the donor’s discretion. Because the assets/funds invested in the DAF 

account have been irrevocably earmarked for charity, the donor receives an immediate tax 

benefit in the form of an itemized tax deduction for income tax purposes. 

 

Remember to consult with your financial advisor or tax professional when considering these 

giving options to understand the full extent of their benefits in your specific situation. 
 

Discover ways of smart giving 
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Name_________________________________________ 

 

Address_______________________________________ 

 

City__________________  State______   Zip_________ 

 

Phone_________________________________________ 

 

Email_________________________________________ 

Yes! 

 My Gift to help where it is needed most 

 $_______     [  ] One time     [ ] Monthly 

I prefer to give by:  

 

 ____ Check, payable to TTSS if one time or Void if for monthly 

 

 ____ Credit Card   __ Visa   ___ MC   ___ Discover ___ AmEx 

 

Card #______________________________________________ 

 

Card Expiration date ______/______   Security Code_________ 

 

Name on Card _______________________________________ 

 

Signature____________________________________________ 

 

Mail to:  

The Trumpeter Swan Society,  

12615 Rockford Rd.,  

Plymouth, MN  55441-1248 

 

OR 

Donate securely online through credit card or 

ACH at www.trumpeterswansociety.org, 

 How to Help >Donate 

To help swans today, mail a check or donate securely online:  

TrumpeterSwanSociety.org > How to Help  >Donate 

Donate by check or credit card 

(To make a monthly gift through your bank or savings 

account,  please use the form on the  back page) 

Consider a gift from your DAF, IRA or stocks 

Consider a planned gift in your will. Your gift can help important programs just as a bequest 

made the “Return of the Trumpeters” film possible. 

A gift through your will, trust or life insurance policy lets you continue to protect trumpeter 

swans and their habitats. Your planned gift allows you to decide your impact on the future of 

what you value and care about. 

    The Trumpeter Swan Society 

    Federal Tax ID is 23-7220654 

 
For more information, please contact  

Margaret Smith, 715-441-1994, or 

ttss@trumpeterswansociety.org.  

 

You can stipulate a specific dollar amount, a percentage of the value, or the residual value of your estate or 

policy be given. Or donate property such as stocks etc.  

Learn more at our website, in tab How to Help > Gift in Your Will 

I want to make a gift help 

trumpeter swans where it is 

needed most 

You and the future of trumpeter swans 

 

Photo by Richard Sonnen 

 

https://www.trumpeterswansociety.org/how-to-help/
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Make a gift to help swans at 

 “How to Help”  

 

Or consider a gift from your DAF,   

IRA, Qualified Charitable Distribution 

(QCD), or stocks 

Go to www.trumpeterswansociety.org for a listing of the Board of Directors and Staff  

Monthly Donation Authorization Form:  

Yes, I would like be a monthly donor to help swans every day 

I authorize The Trumpeter Swan Society to electronically debit my account monthly on the 18th  of each month as follows:  

Monthly Gift Amount   

$5   $10  $15  Other $________      

Checking account    Savings account   

Credit card (fill in other side) 

Bank Name __________________________________________ 

Routing Number: _____________________________________  

Account Number: _____________________________________ 

Your gift will be ongoing until you change or cancel it by contacting our organization directly. 

Signature: __________________________________________     

Thank You! (You can also directly signup for online monthly ACH withdrawals on our How to Help >Donate web page).  

Become a monthly donor! It’s easy on your budget. 

Making a donation using direct 

withdrawal via ACH from your 

checking or savings is fast, easy, and 

secure.  

 

It reduces our costs so you help swans even 

more. 

https://www.trumpeterswansociety.org/welcome.html
mailto:ttss@trumpeterswansociety.org
http://www.trumpeterswansociety.org/board-and-staff.htmlC:/Users/Margaret/Documents/Avery%20Templates
https://www.trumpeterswansociety.org/how-to-help/membership-join-now.html

